
 
 

 
 

 
  

 

        
      
       

        
        

         
      

         
        

     
       

       
       

        

 
        

         
       

      
      

      
       

        
      

         
        

          

       
      

       
       

     
   

    

 Massachusetts Accountability Report Card 
A continuous improvement document for school counseling outcomes 

M.A.R.C. Jr. 
2020-2021 School Year 

Barnstable Intermediate School 
895 Falmouth Road, Hyannis MA O2601 
Phone (508)790-6468  Fax (508)790-8015 
www.barnstable.k12.ma.us/bis 
DISTRICT: Barnstable 
GRADE LEVELS: 6&7 
SCHOOL YEAR : Traditional 
PRINCIPAL: James Anderson 
ENROLLMENT:  790 

Principal’s Comments 

Our school counselors are integral members of our 
student services team at Barnstable Intermediate 
School. Our school counselors play such crucial 
roles in creating a school environment that is 
welcoming to students. They do this through their 
work with teachers and staff, serving on district and 
school committees, and direct guidance and 
intervention with students. They have a pulse on the 
important issues in our school from so many 
different perspectives including parents, students, 
staff and community members. I value their 
contributions, advice and ideas about what is 
important to making our students successful and 
safe in their sixth and seventh grade school 
experience. 
Our school counseling department does a great job 
with problem solving the myriad of student issues 
that impact learning each and every day. I am 
always impressed with the range of their 
professional skills, their knowledge of community 
supports and the compassion and understanding 
expressed in their strong interpersonal skills. 
Because of the many confidential and sensitive 
family and student problems they help address, their 
work often goes without public recognition. 
However, I know from talking to many parents and 
teachers that the efforts of our school counselors 
truly make a positive difference in the lives of our 
students here at Barnstable Intermediate School. 
-James Anderson, Principal 

Personal Responsibility, Decision Making, and 
Optimistic Thinking. The DESSA rating is 
completed by a teacher that has had 4 or more 
weeks of observation of their student. The 
assessment provides students with a score that is 
directly connected to these competencies. 
Barnstable Intermediate School DESSA is 
completed by teachers in the Fall and Spring of 
each school year. 

The purpose of the DESSA is to identify which 
social and emotional skills a child has already 
learned and what skills he or she might still need to 
develop. We used the DESSA results to support 
social and emotional skill development of all of our 
students. To begin the process, teachers have 
completed a DESSA-mini screener on all students 
in their classroom. The Social-Emotional Total 
score is a snapshot of a child’s overall social and 
emotional skill set. 

This year the DESSA was completed later than 
usual due to the pandemic. The DESSA scoring 
started later in the fall and it started later in the 
Spring. Further, rating teachers were changed for 
some students due to the changing cohorts that the 
school experienced when school resumed full-time, 
in person learning in April. Many students that 
were remote, returned to full time in person and a 
few students that were in school moved to full time 
remote learning. 

Student Results 

Barnstable Public Schools uses the “DESSA,” a 
nationally utilized assessment tool. DESSA stands 
for the Devereux Social Strengths Assessment. The 
DESSA provides relative scores for children in 
eight different social competencies: Social 
Awareness, Self-Awareness, Self-Management, 
Relationship Skills, Goal Directed Behavior, 

In the fall (November) of this year the DESSA 
scores for BIS showed a strength rating of 30%, a 
typical rating of 52% and a needs rating of 18%. In 
the spring of this year (May) the DESSA scores for 
BIS showed a strength rating of 30%, a typical 
rating of 52% and a needs rating of 18%. These 
results reflect little to no change in the needs 
category. In a typical year, BIS data reflects the 
reduction in the needs area and an increase in the 
strengths and typical range scores. 

www.barnstable.k12.ma.us/bis
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In the fall students identified in the “needs” range 
participate in a 6-8 week social skill development 
group. The group is run by the student services 
department at BIS. The group focuses on 
developing social emotional skills for students. 
They use curriculum from Skillstreaming, Second 
Step, DESSA, My Resources, and Engaging 
Schools to provide students with instruction on 
these skills. 

Focus for Improvement 

At BIS, we strive to improve our work with 
students every day. We work hard to implement 
interventions that are evidenced-based and 
supportive to our students. Due to the circumstances 
of COVID-19, we recognize that a lot of our fully 
remote students will have difficulty transitioning 
back to full time school in the building next year. 
We want to be proactive and will provide those in 
need, with support that focuses on both 
social/emotional and academic deficits. The 
counselors are working with our MTSS team to 
identify the students in most need of interventions 
based on STAR data, MCAS data and DESSA data. 
The MTSS team is working to identify other tier 2 
and 3 supports that we can implement at the start of 
the school year to better support our students. 

To meet our mission, our focus for improvement for 
the 2021-2022 school year will be in the following 
areas: 

- Provide all incoming students that were 
fully remote this year (Cohort D) and 
provide them with Tier 2 and 
interventions at the start of the school year. 

- Work in conjunction and closely with the 
new SEAD coach/social worker. 

- Continue to train staff and grow the use of 
our MTSS team in the building. 

- Continue working with the DESSA team to 
determine students’ needs and appropriate 
interventions 

Student Support Personnel Team 

Our team supports the development of the whole 
child, by providing academic, social, emotional and 
career education to meet the diverse needs of all 
students. We collaborate with parents, teachers, 
staff and the community to ensure all students are 
college and career ready.  The student support team 
provides guidance, individual student planning, 
responsive services and system support within 
B.I.S. 

-Kathleen Murtaugh, School Counselor, BA, M.Ed, 

School Counseling K-12, Admin. Certification 

-Amy Manfredi, School Counselor, BA, M.Ed, 

School Counseling K-12 

-Bethany Miller, School Social Worker, B.S., M.A., 

S.A.C. K-12 

- Alicia Couture, S.E.A.D. Coach and Social 

Worker, LCSW, S.A.C. K-12 

-Jennifer Tucker, School Counselor, BA, M.Ed, 

School Counseling, 5-12 

-Linda Wheelden, Administrative Assistant 




